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Reviewing Git-Scribe PDF Changes








‹prev | My Chain | next› 



Up today, I am going to review my PDF changes to git-scribe. 



First up, in the do_pdf generator, are three options that I added for the XSLT processing of the docbook version of The SPDY Book:def do_pdf
#...
do_docbook

strparams = {'callout.graphics' => 0,
'navig.graphics' => 0,
'admon.textlabel' => 1,
'admon.graphics' => 0,
                   'page.width' => '7.5in',
'page.height' => '9in',
'initial-page-number' => 'auto-odd'
}
param = strparams.map { |k, v| "--stringparam #{k} #{v}" }.join(' ')
cmd = "xsltproc  --nonet #{param} --output #{local('book.fo')} #{base('docbook-xsl/fo.xsl')} #{local('book.xml')}"
#...
end
The page.width and page.height options are fairly self-explanatory.  I am using 7.5in x 9in to roughly conform to major computer book publisher requirements.  



The initial-page-number option was one of many attempts that I made to get chapters to always start on the "recto" (right) page.  That does not actually work, so I remove it and leave a TODO comment to hopefully solve that some day. 



The remaining changes that I applied to get PDF generation in decent shape were to docbook-xsl/fo.xsl.  I was quite worried about those changes.  I know that the git-scribe source includes the docbook-xsl (not just this one file) and I was worried that I had been making changes directly to the docbook fo.xsl file.  Happily that is stored in docbook-xsl/fo/fo.xsl.  The docbook-xsl/fo.xsl file is explicitly called in do_pdf to load in local, git-scribe specific changes to the docbook defaults.  I had been worried about those changes for almost a month now and it turns out that I made them in exactly the right place! 



Anyhow, the first change that I made to docbook/fo.xsl was an ultimately failed attempt to get syntax highlighting working:<!-- Include source syntax highlighting -->
<xsl:import href="http://docbook.sourceforge.net/release/xsl/current/highlighting/common.xsl"/>
<!-- This contains the default source highlight styling rules -->
<xsl:import href="http://docbook.sourceforge.net/release/xsl/current/fo/highlight.xsl"/>
Sadly, that did not work (there is no syntax highlighting in the PDF version of The SPDY Book).  So I remove that and add another TODO to the generator. 



The next change that I added was:<!-- Front cover -->
<xsl:template name="front.cover">
<xsl:call-template name="page.sequence">
<xsl:with-param name="master-reference">my-titlepage</xsl:with-param>
<xsl:with-param name="content">
<fo:block text-align="center">
<fo:external-graphic src="url(images/cover.jpg)" content-height="9in"/>
</fo:block>
</xsl:with-param>
</xsl:call-template>
</xsl:template>
That overrides the default (empty) cover page XSL template with an actual image.  In there, I follow the git-scribe convention of naming the image images/cover.jpg.  This requires me to include the cover of my book in the images directory of my working git-scribe directory:➜  spdybook git:(master) pwd
/home/cstrom/repos/spdybook
➜  spdybook git:(master) ls
bin  book  LICENSE  marketing.asc  notes  output  README.asciidoc  remaining.org  samples
➜  spdybook git:(master) ls book/images/cover.jpg 
book/images/cover.jpg
Of course, it wasn't as easy as adding 10 lines of XSLT "code" to get the cover image included.  I also had to define my own "page master", which describes special page layout to be used for specific pages:<xsl:template name="user.pagemasters">

<!-- my title page -->
<fo:simple-page-master master-name="my-titlepage"
page-width="{$page.width}"
page-height="{$page.height}"
margin-top="0"
margin-bottom="0"
margin-left="0"
margin-right="0">
<xsl:if test="$axf.extensions != 0">
<xsl:call-template name="axf-page-master-properties">
<xsl:with-param name="page.master">my-titlepage</xsl:with-param>
</xsl:call-template>
</xsl:if>
<fo:region-body margin-bottom="{$body.margin.bottom}"
margin-top="0"
column-gap="{$column.gap.titlepage}"
column-count="{$column.count.titlepage}">
</fo:region-body>
</fo:simple-page-master>

</xsl:template>
Amazingly, I believe that every one of those attributes was necessary in order to get the cover image to display properly (i.e. take up the entire first page, margins and all). 



Even that was not enough to get XSLT to apply the cover template.  I also had to override the template that selects user-defined pagemasters:<xsl:template name="select.user.pagemaster">
<xsl:param name="element"/>
<xsl:param name="pageclass"/>
<xsl:param name="default-pagemaster"/>

<!-- Return my customized title page master name if for titlepage,
otherwise return the default -->

<xsl:choose>
    <xsl:when test="$default-pagemaster = 'titlepage-first'">
<xsl:value-of select="'my-titlepage'" />
</xsl:when>
<xsl:otherwise>
<xsl:value-of select="$default-pagemaster"/>
</xsl:otherwise>
</xsl:choose>
</xsl:template>
That's a crazy amount of work just to include the cover page: 



 



Ultimately, however, it is worth the trouble.  Without it, alt-tabbing displays a generic PDF icon and systray icons are similarly generic.  With a cover image, the reader is treated to a visual feast:  



 



So my remaining TODOs in git-scribe are to get source code highlighting working in PDF and to start all chapters on the recto page.  Both are nice-to-haves, but I can live without them.  My hope is that someone smarter than I can figure those out by the time I am ready for my next book. 



For now, I think I am happy with the state of my git-scribe changes. 
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Buy the best Backbone.js book ever! Co-authored with Nick Gauthier, this is a collection of strategies to accelerate development with Backbone.js. First Edition Now Available!!!
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About Me


	

Unknown




View my complete profile







	


	






Blog Archive




	



        ► 
      



2016

(53)
	



        ► 
      



October

(1)



	



        ► 
      



February

(21)



	



        ► 
      



January

(31)






	



        ► 
      



2015

(75)
	



        ► 
      



December

(31)



	



        ► 
      



November

(20)



	



        ► 
      



April

(9)



	



        ► 
      



March

(15)






	



        ► 
      



2014

(312)
	



        ► 
      



December

(28)



	



        ► 
      



November

(10)



	



        ► 
      



October

(7)



	



        ► 
      



September

(30)



	



        ► 
      



August

(31)



	



        ► 
      



July

(31)



	



        ► 
      



June

(30)



	



        ► 
      



May

(31)



	



        ► 
      



April

(30)



	



        ► 
      



March

(24)



	



        ► 
      



February

(28)



	



        ► 
      



January

(32)






	



        ► 
      



2013

(366)
	



        ► 
      



December

(31)



	



        ► 
      



November

(31)



	



        ► 
      



October

(31)



	



        ► 
      



September

(30)



	



        ► 
      



August

(31)



	



        ► 
      



July

(31)



	



        ► 
      



June

(30)



	



        ► 
      



May

(31)



	



        ► 
      



April

(30)



	



        ► 
      



March

(31)



	



        ► 
      



February

(28)



	



        ► 
      



January

(31)






	



        ► 
      



2012

(372)
	



        ► 
      



December

(31)



	



        ► 
      



November

(30)



	



        ► 
      



October

(31)



	



        ► 
      



September

(30)



	



        ► 
      



August

(31)



	



        ► 
      



July

(32)



	



        ► 
      



June

(30)



	



        ► 
      



May

(32)



	



        ► 
      



April

(33)



	



        ► 
      



March

(32)



	



        ► 
      



February

(29)



	



        ► 
      



January

(31)






	



        ▼ 
      



2011

(256)
	



        ► 
      



December

(32)



	



        ► 
      



November

(30)



	



        ► 
      



October

(31)



	



        ► 
      



September

(30)



	



        ▼ 
      



August

(33)
	Backbone.js: Telling the View to Delete the Model,...
	Backbone Removing from the UI Too!
	Deleting Things in Backbone.js
	Getting Started with Backbone.js View Templates
	Converting to Backbone.js
	A Simple Node.js + CouchDB Calendar
	Pass-Thru Node.js and CouchDB
	Backbone.js Chain
	No Connection Header in Node-SPDY
	Batching Vows (in express-spdy)
	More Fun with Vows.js App Server Testing
	Sometimes There is No Substitute for Debugger
	Honoring Vows and Events in Node-SPDY
	Broken Vows in Node-SPDY
	Mitigation Strategy for Unstable writeUInt32 in No...
	Express-Spdy on Node 0.5.4
	Reviewing Git-Scribe PDF Changes
	Testing After the Fact (git-scribe)
	Testing Git-scribe
	The Kindle Needs a Flat NCX File
	Mobi OPF from Epub
	Hacking out a Mobi Table of Contents from Epub
	Reverse Engineering a Mobi Start Page
	Kindle Mobi Start Page (no worky)
	Cleaning Up MOBI TOC
	A Tale of Three (Mobi) Table of Contents
	Epub Check
	Mobi from Epub with Kindlegen
	Revisiting ePub and Mobi in Git-Scribe
	Fixed Width Font with Git-scribe
	Better Git-scribe Bullet Lists on Kindle
	Arrgh! Why is Scott Chacon Still on the Cover of S...
	Never Ending Chain





	



        ► 
      



July

(31)



	



        ► 
      



June

(31)



	



        ► 
      



May

(31)



	



        ► 
      



April

(7)






	



        ► 
      



2010

(250)
	



        ► 
      



October

(5)



	



        ► 
      



September

(30)



	



        ► 
      



August

(31)



	



        ► 
      



July

(31)



	



        ► 
      



June

(30)



	



        ► 
      



May

(32)



	



        ► 
      



April

(30)



	



        ► 
      



March

(32)



	



        ► 
      



February

(28)



	



        ► 
      



January

(1)






	



        ► 
      



2009

(245)
	



        ► 
      



October

(17)



	



        ► 
      



September

(30)



	



        ► 
      



August

(31)



	



        ► 
      



July

(30)



	



        ► 
      



June

(30)



	



        ► 
      



May

(31)



	



        ► 
      



April

(30)



	



        ► 
      



March

(35)



	



        ► 
      



February

(3)



	



        ► 
      



January

(8)
















Labels



ace
(11)


active_record
(1)


adapter pattern
(11)


agile
(2)


ajax
(1)


angular
(44)


animation
(4)


annotations
(12)


anti-pattern
(1)


apache
(1)


application-cache
(3)


async
(7)


attachment_fu
(1)


backbonejs
(113)


base64
(1)


bash
(9)


bdd
(12)


beep
(2)


benchmarking
(25)


bootstrap
(8)


bower
(10)


box2d
(4)


bridge pattern
(10)


bug
(1)


c++
(1)


cache
(2)


calibre
(2)


camera
(3)


canvas
(6)


chai
(2)


chain
(1883)


chain of responsibility pattern
(11)


changes
(2)


chrome
(7)


class variables
(1)


cli
(1)


clojure
(1)


code analyzer
(2)


code-editor
(113)


coffeescript
(1)


comet
(4)


command
(23)


commonjs
(1)


composite pattern
(1)


compression
(3)


console
(1)


continuous integration
(4)


core-elements
(12)


cors
(1)


couch_design_docs
(2)


couch_docs
(22)


couch-replicate
(2)


couchapp
(12)


couchdb
(104)


couchdb-lucene
(34)


craftsmanship
(2)


css
(30)


cubicvrjs
(18)


cucumber
(92)


cucumber-save
(10)


dart
(715)


dart editor
(1)


dart pub
(20)


dart2js
(7)


dartanalyzer
(3)


dartang
(1)


dartdoc
(2)


dartlang
(706)


datamapper
(1)


date
(1)


debian
(9)


debugging
(3)


delegation
(1)


dependency inversion principle
(1)


deployment
(40)


design patterns
(133)


design-patterns
(3)


development
(1)


docco
(1)


documentation
(8)


double dispatch
(2)


drop
(2)


dry
(2)


e2e
(5)


edge
(1)


emacs
(1)


epub
(1)


eventmachine
(2)


events
(35)


exception
(5)


exocortex
(1)


expressjs
(35)


expresso
(1)


fabjs
(75)


factory constructors
(1)


factory method pattern
(19)


faye
(39)


firefox
(8)


float
(1)


flyweight
(12)


flyweight.
(2)


fp
(1)


friend class
(1)


functional
(4)


futures
(5)


gaming
(163)


gem
(1)


generics
(2)


git
(9)


git-scribe
(33)


github
(5)


gladius
(55)


gnuplot
(1)


god
(2)


google-maps
(4)


google-maps-api
(4)


grunt
(3)


gulp
(1)


gzip
(2)


haml
(23)


haproxy
(2)


helpers
(2)


heroku
(3)


hop
(1)


html5
(3)


httprequest
(6)


hydra
(2)


i18n
(20)


ie
(6)


indexeddb
(1)


inheritance
(4)


inkscape
(9)


inside-out
(17)


intern
(2)


iso8601
(2)


isolates
(9)


iterator
(1)


jade
(1)


jasmine
(72)


javascript
(387)


jenkins
(3)


jeweler
(1)


jquery
(8)


jquery-ui
(4)


js-interop
(15)


json
(4)


karma
(50)


latency
(2)


learning
(1)


legendary
(1)


less css
(9)


library
(1)


linode
(3)


localstorage
(4)


lockfiles
(1)


lucene
(4)


management
(2)


material design
(6)


mdv
(3)


memento
(10)


merb
(4)


metaprogramming
(1)


mirrors
(11)


mixins
(8)


mobi
(5)


mocha
(3)


mod_spdy
(1)


monitoring
(1)


mutation observer
(8)


mvc
(4)


mvvm
(2)


named_scope
(2)


naming
(1)


newbies
(1)


nginx
(3)


node-dirty
(4)


nodejs
(104)


nosuchmethod
(1)


npm
(11)


npn
(1)


observe.observe
(1)


oop
(1)


openssl
(3)


oshn
(1)


osx
(1)


outside-in
(23)


page objects
(9)


pagination
(1)


paper
(5)


paper-elements
(8)


passenger
(3)


patterns in the wild
(1)


phantomjs
(6)


physics engine
(39)


physijs
(56)


pipelining
(3)


planning
(1)


polymer
(332)


polymer-elements
(16)


postgresql
(2)


print-stderr
(1)


process
(1)


processes
(1)


prototype
(4)


protractor
(12)


proxy pattern
(16)


public commitment
(1)


push
(8)


pushstate
(4)


python
(2)


rack
(13)


rack-cache
(1)


rails
(13)


rails3
(1)


raphaeljs
(45)


reactor pattern
(6)


refactoring
(6)


reflection
(3)


regression testing
(6)


requirejs
(15)


rest
(5)


retrospective
(17)


routing
(4)


rspec
(82)


ruby
(16)


sauce labs
(1)


screencasts
(4)


sctp
(2)


selenium
(2)


shadow dom
(4)


sinatra
(34)


singleton
(1)


sinonjs
(4)


smoke-test
(3)


snapsvg
(4)


sort
(2)


sorting
(2)


sound
(2)


spdy
(148)


spdylay
(3)


spike
(5)


ssl
(11)


subversion
(1)


svg
(29)


sysadmin
(1)


tcpdump
(3)


tdd
(1)


tearoffs
(1)


testing
(286)


thin
(1)


thinking
(1)


threejs
(124)


tracer bullets
(1)


transformer
(5)


trunk
(1)


twitter
(1)


typedef
(2)


typing
(3)


underscorejs
(9)


unicode
(1)


utf8
(1)


v8
(1)


video
(5)


views
(3)


virtualbox
(2)


visitor pattern
(12)


vlad
(3)


vowsjs
(20)


vps
(3)


vulcanize
(2)


web components
(4)


web sockets
(1)


web-component-tester
(10)


web-ui
(2)


webdriver
(10)


webgl
(2)


webrat
(1)


websockets
(10)


wireshark
(3)


xsl
(1)


xss
(3)


xvfb
(4)


yeoman
(2)


zlib
(4)





















































	


	








Simple theme. Powered by Blogger.





































